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(Ming Pao HappyPama)
Wearing a mask when attending your “appointment”

Pandemic has not eased, yet life has to go on. It’s time for P1 admission application to start. If
you are parents of eligible students, are you particularly nervous? Needless to say, the answer is in the
affirmative. With preventative measures in place against the virus, the arrangements by different
schools may be varied. This is actually difficult for parents who have to cope with different requirements
by different schools. If you want to create more opportunities for your kids, you may need to shoot a
film for them on one hand, and prepare for online real-time interviews on the other. Additionally, you
may need to take a leave and bring your kids to the school for an interview. In sum, all are striving hard.

During late-September and early-October, we invited all P1 Admission applicants to the school
to meet our teachers for an interaction between them, all wearing masks. As precautionary measures,
all could not take off their masks and had to maintain social distancing which would hamper interaction
to a certain extent, and games were cancelled...... Frankly speaking, we were worried this might scare
the kids. Yet, on-site observations revealed that adults were the ones who were scared (Kidding). Not
to mention kids are innocent, what they have is a pure heart. Faced with the pandemic or any adversity,
they will fear nothing and no one.

During one of the interview days, a girl carelessly fell down and hurt her knee. Luckily, it was
not serious. After the wound being sterilized and properly dressed, the girl cheered herself up and
finished the interview smoothly. Another boy, who was walking hand in hand with his father, raised his
head and asked about this and that. The curiosity under the mask did not diminish, and the father
responded to all his questions. Give them a “Like”! Pandemic situation? We are all accustomed to?

“Building Resilience” is the theme of the year proposed by Vice-Principal Mr Chou. Surely, you
will support it, won’t you? Building resilience is required for both you and me at this moment. All along,
the real learning is studying while trying. During the past one or two years, the Hong Kong community
has provided sufficient opportunities for us to learn in the face of adversity (a bitter smile). Then, how
can resilience be nurtured? What are the focal points? Perhaps, everyone interprets adversity
differently. If we want to learn how to “Bounce Back” from adversity, the key is how to interpret by
yourself the adversity surrounding you. Vice-Principal Mr Chou has provided several tips:

1. Be the owner of emotion. No matter how big or small the pressure, when emotion
emerges, the key is not to suppress it, but to face it honestly. So, we have to listen to
the voice of our kids. 2. Always adopt a positive and pragmatic attitude to face, and
believe there must be light at the end of the darkness. Facing obstacles, let’s solve it
step by step. 3. Keep a flexible mindset. There are always more solutions than
problems. With a multivariate openness approach, we can be out of the woods.

2020 - the year of Change. If your kids will enter P1 next year, how can you ensure that he/she
can face the new world ten years later? There is nothing permanent except change. Dear friends, are
you ready?

Principal Derek Yeung
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